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World Refugee Day
June 20 is World Refugee Day, a day to remember and celebrate refugees around the world. This year
the theme announced by UNCHR, The UN Refugee Agency, is Together we heal, learn and shine.
This year's calendar of events features virtual and in person events hosted by our partners in
resettlement. Visit our website for more information and links for virtual events, and check our social
media throughout the month for more ideas for how you can celebrate in your communities.

Revised Presidential Determination
On May 3, 2021, the President’s Emergency Presidential Determination on Refugee
Admissions for Fiscal Year 2021 went into effect. The Emergency Presidential Determination
raises the refugee admissions ceiling to 62,500 from the previously set 15,000. The higher
ceiling is a nearer reflection of, but is still below, the historical average of 95,000 refugee
admissions.
In addition to the raised ceiling, on April 16, 2021, President Biden revised the admission
categories in the Presidential Determination, which initially excluded regions with the greatest
humanitarian need. The revised categories include refugees from Africa, which make up nearly
half of the refugees resettled in Tennessee in the past few years. The Determination is in effect
until September 30, when the federal fiscal year ends.
In Tennessee, we expect refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo to be the largest
arriving population and expect to see an increase in arrivals in August and September.

Looking Ahead
The Tennessee Office for Refugees is actively engaged in federal, state, and local
conversations planning for Federal Fiscal Year 2022. Current partners submit their projected
arrival numbers to the national agencies they are affiliated with, which in turn submit
projections for all of their affiliates to the Department of State, Population, Refugees, and
Migration (PRM). PRM reviews all submitted proposals and makes decisions about arrival
numbers and approves any new sites. States are consulted as part of this process. Final
decisions are expected later this summer.

Committed to Sustainable Growth
An integral part of looking to the future of refugee resettlement in Tennessee and preparing for
an increase in arrival numbers is ensuring that Tennessee communities and resettlement
networks have the capacity for growth.
Several factors are considered when appropriate arrival numbers are determined, including
what kind and how many jobs need to be filled in the Tennessee workforce, what educational
and language resources are available for both children and adults, and to what degree is
housing available.
As communities open their arms to offer refuge and a chance to start again, resettlement
networks also have to grow to continue to deliver integration services with excellence. The
Tennessee Office for Refugees is actively implementing a new program: the Wilson-Fish TANF
Coordination Program. We have hired a Refugee Eligibility Specialist to assist with running this
program. TOR also plans to continue our partnership with AmeriCorps VISTA, which includes
VISTA members housed at TOR and at partner agencies implementing English language
instruction and Youth Mentoring support.
Open positions are posted on the Tennessee Office for Refugees website.

Open Positions

Get Connected
Follow us for the most up to date news and stories on social media

Tennessee Office for Refugees
Catholic Charities of Tennessee, Inc.
2806 McGavock Pike
Nashville, TN 37214
(615) 352-9520
tnrefugees.org

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for
thereby some have entertained angels
unawares.”
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