2016 Year in Review

Community Consultations
Please join resettlement
agencies and other local
stakeholders at these
meetings across the state:
MEMPHIS
May 18, Aug 17
3:30  4:30pm
World Relief Memphis Office
NASHVILLE
May 11, Aug 10
3:30  5:00pm
Catholic Pastoral Center

Our annual Year in Review document is finally here! This year we
highlight a few of the lives touched by TOR funded programs. TOR is
proud to partner to with exceptional agencies across the state to change
lives. The work our partners do enables people to live healthier lives,
achieve educational goals, and maintain selfsufficient lifestyles. View
the full report to learn more about the work done with TOR funding and
the lives changed.

CHATTANOOGA
June 16, Oct 20
10:30  11:30 am
Bridge Refugee Services
Office

Keep in touch! Follow
TOR on Facebook!

Subscribe to our email list

For comments or suggestions
regarding the enewsletter,
please email Maegen Hughes,
Communications and Grants
Specialist:
mhughes@cctenn.org.

Legislative Update
There are no pieces of state legislation aimed
directly at refugees.
Tennessee is Suing the Federal Government
The state's lawsuit against the federal government
has taken the first step forward in the courts. The
plaintiffs filed a complaint in the Western District of
Tennessee. This article provides more information and a variety of
commentary. The defendants named in the complaint include the U.S.
Department of State; Secretary of State Rex Tillerson; the Bureau of
Population, Refugees and Migration; the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services; and the Office of Refugee Resettlement. None of the
states refugee serving agencies were named as defendants. The
complaint was filed by Sen. John Stevens, RHuntingdon, and Rep. Terri
Lynn Weaver, RLancaster. We expect to hear a response from the
federal government within the next two months.
The "Refugee Ban"
The President's recent executive order restricting admission of
refugees has been halted by courts in Hawaii and Maryland. Now we wait
for the appeals process. The new version is different in impact primarily
because it does not restrict Syrians permanently, does not make a
special provision for religious minorities, and does not include Iraq among
the banned countries. It still caps refugee resettlement to the US at
50,000 for this year, and it still halts the resettlement process for 120
days. So far, this has meant over 40 people working in Refugee
Resettlement in Nashville have lost their jobs.
At this point, TOR's funding has not been impacted to the same degree
as our partners, for whom funding is very much tied to the number of
refugees resettled.
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We Say Goodbye to World Relief Nashville
We were all saddened to hear of the shuttering of World Relief Nashville.
After 30 years of dedication and service to some of the city's most
vulnerable, it is impossible to imagine this city without World Relief
Nashville. Thank you to the staff and volunteers who have given your
time, energy, tears, and heart to this excellent work of welcoming. We
hope that you will find new ways to continue this work in Nashville.

Tennessee Office for Refugees

2806 McGavock Pike, Nashville TN 37214
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